
FOSTER SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 MINUTES 
 

Captain Isaac Paine School     Tuesday, January 26, 2016 

160 Foster Center Road     Open Session – 7:15 PM 

Foster, RI 02825       

 

         
1. Convene Meeting – the meeting of the Foster School Committee (FSC) was called to order on 

Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at 7:15 PM by Chair, Kathleen Swanson. 

 

a. Roll Call – all members were present: Chair, Kathleen Swanson, Vice-Chair, Shelley 

Pezza, member, Ron Cervasio (was not present at roll call but arrived shortly after), 

Superintendent, Dr. Michael Barnes, and FSC Secretary, Helena McCullough. 

 

b. Pledge of Allegiance – was recited by all in attendance. 

 

2. Public Comment – there was no public comment. 

 

3. Building Use Requests – on a motion by Ms. Pezza seconded by Mrs. Swanson, the FSC 

approved the request of the Foster PTG for Sweetheart Bingo as presented.  Motion carried. Vote 

= 2-0-0. 

 

a. Primary Election – on a motion by Ms. Pezza and seconded by Mrs. Swanson, the FSC 

voted not to approve the BUR of the Town of Foster Board of Canvassers to use to the 

school for the Presidential Preference Primary on April 26, 2016 due to the possible 

Educational and Financial impact.  Motion carried.  Vote = 2-0-0. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – on a motion by Ms. Pezza and seconded by Mrs. Swanson the FSC 

approved the Open and Executive “Sealed” Minutes of Tuesday, December 22, 2015.  Motion 

carried. Vote = 2-0-0. 

 

5. Approval of Warrants – on a motion by Ms. Pezza and seconded by Mrs. Swanson, the FSC 

approved the following Warrants as presented. Warrant #14 dated 12/23/2015 for $17,498.10 and 

Warrant #15 dated 1/6/2015 for $161,010.81 and Warrant #16 dated 1/19/2016 for $28,279.83.  

Motion carried. Vote = 2-0-0. 

 

a. Business Manager’s Report – Mike Petrarca, Business Manager, presented his report to 

the FSC.  Highlights = an anticipated audited unrestricted school fund balance will need 

to be revisited at the February FSC meeting after the final audit. The 4% of the FY 2015 

budget will need approval by the FSC to be transferred to the Fund Balance (Policy 

#3323).  The FY 2015-2016 budget is on track at mid-point of the year with an 

anticipated surplus due to retirements and heating fuel savings.  The budget for FY 2017 

is in its first draft and should be ready by the February meeting. 

 

6. New Business (for discussion/action) 

a. Foster School Committee Calendar 2016-2017 – on a motion by Ms. Pezza and seconded 

by Mrs. Swanson, the FSC approved the FSC meeting Calendar for the 2016 year, with 

the December meeting scheduled for December 20, 2016 (third Tuesday) due to the 

winter break and the school being closed.  Motion carried. Vote = 2-0-0. 



 

b. 2016-2017 School Calendar – Dr. Barnes presented the RISSA approved calendar for the 

2016-2017 FY.  The Foster Glocester Regional School Committee needs to approve first 

after Teacher Bargaining Unit agrees to the calendar.  The calendar will need to be 

approved by May 1
st
 of the year and then sent to R.I.D.E. 

 

c. Budget – FY 2016-2017 – discussed earlier during the Business Manager’s report. 

 

d. 5 Year Capital Plan – Dr. Barnes reviewed the Five Year Capital Plan with the FSC.  On 

a motion by Ms. Pezza and seconded by Mr. Cervasio, the FSC approved the Capital 

Budget Request Worksheet for 2016-2022 as presented in the packets.  Motion carried. 

Vote = 3-0-0.  Discussion.  The outdoor fields were not approved by the Planning Board; 

the dollars will be found in the Paine Budget. 

 

7. Old Business (for discussion/action) 

a. Building Use Policy # 1330 & Form – Review – discussion on the outdated costs, 

community and town groups use of the facilities and comparison to the F/G Regional 

facilities.  Cafeteria future cost = $50.00, Gymnasium future cost = $25.00, Classroom = 

$10.00, Police and Fire should have a copy of the approximate amount of people to 

attend; kitchen usage and/or cost require food services certification.  The Policy will have 

the revisions, clarifications, and procedures included and will be reviewed at the February 

meeting.  

 

b. Building Use Request  

1) Swamp Meadow Community Theatre – on a motion by Mrs. Swanson and 

seconded by Mr. Cervasio, the FSC voted to reduce the percentage of gate fee 

to 5% for the “Tom Sawyer” and waive the fee for the summer performance 

and the Halloween event.  Mr. Cervasio with Ms. Pezza seconding and made 

an amendment to the above motion that any extra costs for custodial services 

will be charged above the 5% gate.  The amendment carried.  Vote = 3-0-0. 

Discussion on the original motion.  Main motion carried. Vote = 3-0-0. 

 

c. Video / Audio Tape of Meetings – Mrs. Swanson let this go as we don’t have two 

meetings a month. 

 

8. Communication/Reports 

a. Communication – there were no Communications. 

 

b. Principal’s Report – Mrs. Danusis shared the very successful Parent/Teacher conferences 

and the automated sign up for Parents.  There were not enough time slots to 

accommodate for the conferences.  Future budget considerations will be bought in bulk 

for technology, i.e. on-line accessibility and computer based programs.  Furniture 

replacement is another big consideration.  Mr. Miele has been accepted to present at a 

state-wide conference on project based learning at Providence College.  He will be show 

casing his students and what they have been doing in the classroom. 

 

c. Superintendent’s Report – K-12 technology learning community discussions and RTI 

discussions to look at data points for students that are at risk.  

 

9. On a motion by Ms. Pezza and seconded by Mr. Cervasio, the FSC voted to go into Executive 

Session for discussion and/or action regarding those items of business referred to in 



R.I.G.L. 42-46-5(a)(2) Collective Bargaining and Litigation – Foster Teachers Association / 

Educational Support Personnel.  Motion carried. Vote = 3-0-0.  

 

10. Future Agenda Items 

a. 2016-2017 School Calendar 

b. FY 2016-2017 Budget 

c. Building Use Policy #1330 – Review / Update 

d. Fund Balance Transfer 

 

On a motion by Ms. Pezza and seconded by Mr. Cervasio, the FSC reconvened Open session at 9:01 

PM.  Mrs. Swanson reported that Collective Bargaining and Litigation foster Teachers’ Association 

and Educational Support Personnel were discussed.  No votes were taken. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Pezza and seconded by Mr. Cervasio, the FSC voted to “Seal” the minutes of 

Executive Session.  Motion carried. Vote = 3-0-0. 

 

11. Adjournment – on a motion by Ms. Pezza and seconded by Mr. Cervasio, the FSC voted to 

adjourn at 9:03 PM.  Motion carried. Vote = 3-0-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Helena McCullough 

Secretary Foster School Committee 

 

 

 


